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100% Clean Energy for America Plan 
Governor Jay Inslee’s plan for 100% clean electricity, vehicles and buildings 
 
Climate change is the defining challenge of our time – and it demands a bold and aggressive 
national policy for America. The next president must enact the most ambitious clean energy 
policy in American history, building on the success of states to create a 100% clean energy 
economy.  
 
Governor Jay Inslee’s 100% Clean Energy for America Plan will achieve 100% clean 
electricity, 100% zero-emission new vehicles and 100% zero-carbon new buildings. This 
plan will empower America to make the entire electrical grid and every new car and building 
climate pollution-free, at the speed that science and public health demand.  
 
The 100% Clean Energy for America Plan is the first major policy announcement in Governor 
Inslee’s Climate Mission agenda – a bold 10-year mobilization to defeat climate change and 
create millions of good-paying jobs building a just, innovative and inclusive clean energy 
future, with meaningful targets and plans for execution based on his experience as a 
governor. Governor Inslee will announce additional major planks of his detailed climate plan 
in the coming weeks.

The climate crisis is urgent. Americans are already feeling its accelerating impacts – with 
front-line, low-income and communities of color being impacted first and worst. Since 
launching his climate-focused campaign, Governor Inslee has seen these impacts up close, 
from touring wildfire damage in California to flood damage in Iowa. He knows we cannot 
afford to wait any longer for action.

In a 2018 report, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) made our challenge 
very clear: To avoid the worst impacts of climate change, the global community must cut 
climate pollution in half by 2030, and achieve global net-zero pollution by mid-century.1  
Governor Inslee’s plans will ensure that America meets these IPCC targets and leads the 
world in defeating climate change. As the world’s largest historical emitter of climate pollution 
and the global leader in technology innovation, America will be among the first to achieve 
that net-zero target, as fast as possible, and by no later than 2045.

Governor Inslee’s 100% Clean Energy for America Plan is a 10-year action plan that starts 
with immediate executive action on day one. By 2030, his plan will: 
   ●  Reach 100% zero emissions in new light- and medium-duty vehicles and all buses;
   ●  Achieve 100% zero-carbon pollution from all new commercial and residential buildings; 
   ●  Set a national 100% Clean Electricity Standard, requiring 100% carbon-neutral power   
       by 2030, putting America on a path to having all clean, renewable and zero-emission 
       energy in electricity generation by 2035.

1https://www.ipcc.ch/2018/10/08/summary-for-policymakers-of-ipcc-special-report-on-global-warming-of-1-5c-approved-by-governments/
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We cannot tackle the existential threat of climate change by merely addressing climate 
pollution from one sector of our economy. We must reduce it everywhere. Collectively, the 
transportation, electricity and buildings sectors contribute nearly 70% of America’s climate 
pollution2.  It’s time to build our grid, modernize our auto industry, and invest in clean buildings 
to rise to the climate challenge and succeed in the coming global clean energy economy. 
 
We know we can achieve this plan because it’s already happening in states, and in cities, 
tribal nations, and local communities. States have set aggressive renewable portfolio 
standards and passed 100% clean energy plans, all while Donald Trump has tried to 
undermine America’s climate progress. Governor Inslee led Washington state to pass the 
strongest policy for 100% clean electricity in the country, with the largest labor and 
environmental groups united in support.3  Now he will take that model national with the 
creation of his 100% Clean Energy for America Plan.

Mimicking actions taken in Washington state, this plan includes closing America’s coal-fired 
power plants and making major investments to ensure a just transition, including good-paying 
jobs for workers and support for vulnerable communities.4  Every region will begin its path to 
100% clean energy from a different starting point, and this plan will meet each of them 
where they are – ensuring opportunity and participation for all in the clean energy economy.  

The 100% Clean Energy for America Plan will require a massive, full-scale mobilization of 
our federal government that will spur major innovation and deployment of clean energy. 
Just as President Kennedy’s clarion call for a “moonshot” spurred major technological 
breakthroughs, these aggressive clean energy targets will provoke a clean energy revolution. 
 
Instead of investing our tax dollars in fossil fuel companies, we will invest in deploying 
renewable energy, advancing battery technology, manufacturing the next generation of 
electric cars, and creating more energy-efficient buildings. In doing so, we will create 
demand for new manufactured products and skilled construction jobs, and spur major 
innovation in everything from building materials to advanced energy technologies. We can 
put millions of Americans to work building new energy solutions, sustainable infrastructure, 
and pollution-free communities. Furthermore, this plan will lead to massive savings over the 
long-term, as Americans pay less to heat their homes, fuel their cars and rebuild their 
communities hit by climate change.   
 
Americans are already paying the price for climate change. Climate change cost the U.S. 
economy at least $240 billion per year during the past decade, and that figure is projected 
to rise to $360 billion per year in the coming 10 years.5  We cannot afford the cost of inaction. 
We can choose between two roads: guaranteed economic decline from extreme weather, or 
increasing prosperity from a clean energy economy and low-cost, electrified transportation. 
Transitioning to 100% clean vehicles, buildings and electricity will free Americans from the 
stranglehold of rising gas prices and provide permanent savings on heating their homes.
2https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/sources-greenhouse-gas-emissions
3https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/4/18/18363292/washington-clean-energy-bill
4Ibid.
5https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/09/climate-change-costs-us-economy-billions-report/
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100% Clean Electricity  
Through the 100% Clean Energy for America Plan, America will move swiftly to achieve 
100% clean, renewable and zero-emission energy in electricity generation, using the 
strength of federal investment and policy to accelerate the transition that is under way 
thanks to state and local leadership. This clean electricity will be the backbone of our 
economy, powering our homes, vehicles, and industry. The plan sets ambitious yet 
technologically achievable goals that respond to the reality of climate science, while unlocking 
a massive new wave of productive and job-creating investment. This plan includes: 

●  Setting a bold national 100% Clean Electricity Standard, requiring utilities to achieve 
100% carbon-neutral power by 2030, and all-clean, renewable and zero-emission energy 
in electricity generation by 2035. This builds upon and accelerates momentum toward 
100% clean electricity – policy that has been adopted in Washington state, California, 
Hawaii, New Mexico, D.C., and Puerto Rico, and a target to which more than 100 
American cities and counties are committed, from Concord, N.H., to Columbia, S.C.6  

●  Guaranteeing support for workers and community transition – following Washington state’s 
model to ensure that the creation of clean energy projects results in many good, family-
wage jobs, and that all communities benefit in the transition to a carbon-free power future. 
Includes promoting projects with businesses owned by women and people of color; 
apprenticeship utilization; prevailing wages determined through collective bargaining; and 
community workforce and project-labor agreements.7 

●  Establishing refundable tax incentives to speed the development and deployment of 
clean technologies – including renewable electricity, energy storage, smart grid and 
advanced transmission and distribution, as well as other zero-emission technologies.   

●  Ensuring broad and equitable participation by working with utilities to increase on-bill 
investment in energy efficiency and distributed energy solutions, and making greater 
federal investment available to front-line and low-income communities – with priority placed 
upon comprehensive community-developed projects with multiple benefits.

●  Retiring the increasingly uneconomic U.S. coal fleet by 2030 to eliminate dangerous 
pollution and repower our economy with job-creating clean energy. Governor Inslee’s 
100% clean electricity plan in Washington state includes a ban on coal power starting in 
2025.8  And, as in Washington state, the 100% Clean Energy for America Plan includes 
support for workers and communities that are moving beyond coal power.9   

●  Using federal lands, offshore waters and facilities to deploy more renewable energy and 
transmission. The federal government can accelerate renewable energy deployment on 
public lands that contain enormous resources –especially in the West. For example, the 

6https://www.sierraclub.org/ready-for-100/commitments
7https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/4/18/18363292/washington-clean-energy-bill
8Ibid.
9https://nwenergy.org/uncategorized/a-coal-town-transitions-to-a-clean-energy-future/
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By achieving 100% clean electricity we will enable our nation to meet more of its energy 
needs without burning fossil fuels, including for transportation and buildings – two of the 
other leading sources for the carbon pollution that is driving climate change.

100% Clean Vehicles
The 100% Clean Energy for America Plan will achieve by 2030 zero emissions in all new 
light-duty passenger vehicles, medium-duty trucks, and buses. These are crucial strategies 
for decarbonizing the transportation sector and eliminating tailpipe pollution that contaminates 
our air –and that especially harms front-line and low-income communities.  They are also 
essential for ensuring that U.S. industries stay at the leading edge of global automotive 
manufacturing, as our economic competitors in China, India and Europe are setting clear 
targets to move to 100% electric and zero-emission vehicles (ZEVs).  

This plan will ensure ZEVs are made in the U.S.A., by union workers, and that they are 
affordable for working families. ZEVs are already cheaper for American commuters to drive, 
with fuel costs averaging just $1.13 per “gallon,” compared with the $2.62 national average.14  
Also, while vehicles represent a significant portion of U.S. transportation-sector climate
pollution (light-duty vehicles account for approximately 60%15), this plan will be followed by  
 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Dry Lake Solar Energy Zone in Clark County, Nev. 
now hosts 179 MW of solar power in job-creating clean energy projects that were developed 
more than twice as fast as traditional projects on public lands.10  

Meanwhile, harnessing just 1% of our nation’s technical offshore wind energy resource 
potential could power more than 6 million American homes.11  

●  Activating existing federal energy financing programs (e.g. the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Rural Utilities Service and the U.S. Department of Energy Loan Guarantee 
Program) to catalyze new investments that further speed this transition. And providing 
direct grants for clean energy projects developed by non-profit and community organizations, 
local governments, and academic institutions.    

●  Expanding long-distance interstate and interregional transmission of clean electricity 
through expedited planning, broad cost allocation, and negotiated siting with state 
authorities, Regional Transmission Organizations (RTOs), the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) and the Department of Energy. And providing federal financing for 
anticipatory construction of transmission capacity to areas with significant queues of 
clean-energy generation capacity awaiting transmission.

●  Enhancing utilization of existing transmission and distribution assets through Dynamic 
Line Ratings, demand-response, new sensors and controls, battery storage, and resilient 
distributed energy resources.

10https://medium.com/@alex_daue/dry-lake-success-demonstrates-public-lands-solar-potential-5034bf01e6eb 
11https://www.energy.gov/eere/articles/computing-america-s-offshore-wind-energy-potential
12https://www.pnas.org/content/116/13/6001
13https://qz.com/1341155/nine-countries-say-they-will-ban-internal-combustion-engines-none-have-a-law-to-do-so/
14https://www.energy.gov/maps/egallon
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the release of additional proposals targeting pollution reductions in other modes of 
transportation. To reach 100% zero-emission new vehicles, this plan includes:   
 

●  Implementing a new standard for clean cars – requiring robust annual improvements in 
vehicle emissions for light, medium – and heavy-duty vehicles to help break America’s oil 
addiction. This standard will accelerate the deployment of ZEVs, reaching 100% ZEVs in 
light- and medium-duty new vehicle sales by 2030.16 

●  Establishing a Clean Fuels Standard that promotes electric and other low-carbon 
alternative fuels for vehicles.

●  Dedicating significant new federal investments to support a diverse and robust American 
ZEV manufacturing base, including a critical materials strategy, as well as the creation and 
recycling of advanced batteries and component parts.   

●  Expanding business and consumer tax credits to ensure availability and affordability of 
ZEVs and increase their adoption – including an extended and expanded consumer Electric 
Vehicle Tax Credit – and working with states to establish feebates to increase the value of 
ZEVs for new buyers. 

●  Creating a new “Clean Cars for Clunkers” program to offer fuel-economy based trade-in 
rebates for consumers to exchange their fuel-inefficient cars or trucks for new ZEVs. Like 
the 2009 “Cash for Clunkers” program,17  this initiative will drive increased American auto 
manufacturing and sales, this time for ZEVs.

●  Requiring rapid electrification of the federal government vehicle fleet and working in 
partnership with state, local and tribal governments to accelerate electrification of their 
fleets. Federal procurement can dramatically increase market demand.

●  Partnering with states, tribal nations, local governments and utilities in a massive 
investment to deploy electric vehicle charging infrastructure. In Washington state, Governor 
Inslee created an Electric Vehicle (EV) Infrastructure Bank to deploy investment in 
charging stations.18     

●  Providing federal financing to support state and local governments transitioning to zero-
emission bus fleets for transit and school buses, and allowing transit agencies to retire 
diesel buses early without penalty. In addition to cutting climate pollution, zero-emission 
buses help eliminate harmful diesel pollution.19  States and cities throughout the U.S. are 
moving rapidly toward zero-emission buses; California, for example, has committed to all 
zero-emission new buses by 2029.20  

15https://www.epa.gov/greenvehicles/fast-facts-transportation-greenhouse-gas-emissions
16https://www.dataforprogress.org/green-new-deal
17https://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/21/business/21clunkers.html?mtrref=www.theatlantic.com&gwh=1F3232EBCF56EC71ABE2CA68FBCF0CF8
&gwt=pay
18https://medium.com/wagovernor/leading-the-charge-inslee-promotes-an-electric-transportation-future-7be79bbf2cde
19https://www.ucsusa.org/clean-vehicles/vehicles-air-pollution-and-human-health/diesel-engines
20https://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/california-commits-to-zero-emissions-bus-fleet-by-2040#gs.81jec7 
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Together, these efforts will begin the transition of all new cars and buses in the U.S. to clean 
vehicles. In addition to clean cars and buses, the Climate Mission that Governor Inslee has 
called for will include a wide range of transportation-sector pollution-reduction strategies, 
including in large trucks and heavy-duty vehicles, aviation, marine, transit, rail, and other 
multi-modal solutions, as well as affordable housing, urban density, and smart growth. 

100% Clean Buildings  
Finally, the 100% Clean Energy for America Plan includes immediate federal action to 
achieve before 2030 zero-carbon pollution from all new commercial and residential buildings. 
Climate pollution from buildings increased a full 10% in the U.S. in 2018 – driven by natural 
gas used in space and water heating and cooling.21  This plan will reverse that trend, and 
improve indoor air quality, by increasing energy efficiency and taking advantage of clean 
electricity in building electrification. This includes:   

●  Creating a national Zero-Carbon Building Standard by 2023, and partnering with states 
and cities to integrate this standard into new and stronger state and local building codes. 
This plan will include stronger federal incentives for local governments to enforce standards 
to adopt “stretch-codes,” and for building owners to more rapidly adopt advanced 
sustainability in new buildings. Here, too, states and cities are already leading the way: 
The city of Los Angeles has announced its plan for all zero-carbon new buildings by 2030.22   

●  Accelerating implementation of the federal Fossil Fuel-Generated Energy Consumption 
Reduction rule to eliminate by 2023 fossil-fuel use – including coal, fuel oil and natural gas 
–in all new and renovated federal buildings. 

●  Directing federal agencies in 2021 to accelerate proven appliance energy efficiency 
standards and to promote zero-emission appliances –including water heaters and dryers. 
This will help make American-manufactured appliances both cleaner and more competitive 
in global markets, all while saving consumers money. 

●  Providing federal funding to train builders, inspectors, energy managers, equipment 
technicians, and janitors in proven strategies that cut down on wasted energy in buildings.  

●  Establishing tax incentives for energy efficiency and electrification in new construction of 
residential and commercial buildings, including targeted incentives for homeowners and 
building owners to install highly efficient heat pumps for space and water heating.

●  Dramatically increasing access to federal financing to fund both retrofits and new 
construction to upgrade schools and public building stock for federal, state, local and tribal 
governments.

●  Driving new private capital investment into clean energy projects by providing clear 

21https://rhg.com/research/preliminary-us-emissions-estimates-for-2018/
22https://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-garcetti-green-new-deal-los-angeles-20190429-story.html
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This plan to reach zero carbon in all new buildings will be accompanied by additional 
proposals to address climate pollution from millions of existing buildings. 
 
This is our moment to defeat climate change and to build our clean energy future. 

Let’s get to work. 

policy guidance for Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) and support for expansion of 
Energy Saving Performance Contracts (ESPCs) that promote both portfolio-scale green 
building retrofits and new net-zero energy construction.

●  Linking energy and climate pollution standards to expanded federal support for new 
construction projects, including through U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development 
(HUD) and Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) investments, and federal housing tax 
credits, as well as through green mortgage products offered by federal housing finance 
agencies.

●  Renewing federal funding for the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant 
(EECBG) Program to assist states and cities in expanding local investment in zero carbon 
construction projects.

PAID FOR BY INSLEE FOR AMERICA


